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Macedonian Young Lawyers Association


STATEMENT ABOUT THE ENACTMENT OF THE LAW ON FREE LEGAL AID IN MACEDONIA
The Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia enacted the Law on free legal aid on the session held on 29 of December 2009 which came into force on 07 of January 2010. The goal of enactment of the Law on free legal aid is to enable equal access for all citizens to justice and to exercise the right for effective legal aid according to universal principle of equal access to justice. Competent institution for implementation of the Law on Free Legal Aid is the Ministry of Justice. Moreover, the Law prescribes providing free legal aid for the most vulnerable social groups of people (users of social care, handicap benefits, lowest pension, children allowance and persons with endangered support) in the Republic of Macedonia as well as persons with accepted right of asylum, internally displaced persons and expelled persons and stateless persons whose property does not exceed five average gross salaries, as well as foreign citizens under special terms and citizens of countries members of the European Union. The Law does not prescribe free legal aid in cases of obligatory defence in criminal proceeding, at exemption of charges in civil and administrative procedures, as well as for persons who are accused of criminal acts for which obligatory defence is not prescribed and injured persons by crimes. 

The free legal aid is planned to be provided as previous legal aid by authorized official personnel in the local offices of the Ministry of Justice and authorized associations of citizens and legal aid in all judicial and administrative procedures which will be provided by attorneys.

Macedonian Young Lawyers Association (MYLA) as a representative of the Coordination of 21 associations of citizens that provide free legal aid, with the support of the “Civil Rights Defenders” (ex Swedish Helsinki Committee) from Sweden in the period 2007 to 2009 was actively involved in the process of drafting and adopting the Law on  Free Legal Aid. One part of the activities of the Coordination led by MYLA was the participation in the discussions and debates of the draft Law on Free Legal Aid, in all stages of drafting and adoption through preparation and delivering of analyses, suggestions and comments for improving the quality of the Law.

Macedonian Young Lawyers Association thinks that with the adoption of the Law an important step has been made in a way of providing free legal aid for vulnerable social groups in Republic of Macedonia, to which the access to justice for the citizens should be improved. Moreover, significant step has been made with involving citizens association in providing free legal aid because the capacities and the experience that the citizens associations have in terms of providing free legal aid should be pillar for easier and effective implementation of the system of free legal aid in Macedonia. However, the adopted Law has substantial weakness which will have negative repercussions during the implementation because they represent additional obstacles for citizens in their access to the justice and will additionally burden the exercise of their rights.

Now all that remains is to monitor the preparations for the implementation of the Law especially in the next 6 months where all the foreseen sub-regulations should be adopted and also to issue authorization to citizens associations and attorneys who will provide free legal aid. In that direction the Macedonian Young Lawyers Association supported by the “Civil Rights Defenders” will continue to participate in all the activities  related to the implementation of the Law including monitoring of the preparations and adoption of the sub-regulations as well as issuing the authorizations to citizens associations and attorneys who will provide free legal aid for the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia and the others.

The Law came into force on 07 January 2010 but the same will be applicable 6 months after it has entered into force. It prescribes obligation for the Ministry of Justice to adopt all the foreseen sub-regulations in the first three months from its adoption. 
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