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INTRODUCTION

and fundamental human rights of journalists and media professionals.
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1. MEDIA PICTURE OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

news magazines (and dozens of various periodicals), 6 news agencies 1

2

of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

and candidates.

2. INTRODUCTION INTO THE MEDIA LEGAL FRAMEWORK IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

Paragraph 2). 

1 Data taken from the web page of the Press Council in BiH, http://www.vzs.ba, on 31 January 2012.
2 Data taken from the web page of the Regulatory Communication Agency, on 31 January 2012. http://www.cra.ba/bih/index.
php?uid=1273787399
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3. ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK

3

(Germany, SOC).

3 !e Parliamentary Assembly debate was preceded by a debate in the Committee on Culture, Science and Education, held on 7 July, 
where its Rapporteur, Mr Wolfgang Wodarg, a representative of the Socialist Group from Germany, presented the dra" of this Resolution. For 
more details, see http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/WorkingDocs/Doc08/EDOC11683.htm
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catalogue of principles and discuss them at European level.

4. METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH

interviews, and desk research.
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In the course of our survey, we organised three focus groups - in Banja Luka, Mostar and Sarajevo. The Mostar Focus Group was 
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5. ANALYSIS OF INDICATORS

BiH context

Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and its Protocols shall apply directly in Bosnia and Herzegovina“, and that „These shall have 
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nature that the jocular tone is evident. 

 

YES % NO % No statistics % Don't know/Neutral % No. of responses 

8.1.A. 11 47,83% 5 21,74% 5 21,74% 2 8,70% 23 
8.1.B. 17 56,67% 9 30,00% 0 0,00% 4 13,33% 30 
8.1.C. 21 84,00% 1 4,00% 1 4,00% 2 8,00% 25 
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BiH context

norms, are changed. 

 YES % NO % No statistics % Don't know/Neutral % No. of responses 

8.2.A.i. 13 39,39% 12 36,36% 1 3,03% 7 21,21% 33 
8.2.A.ii. 23 69,70% 2 6,06% 1 3,03% 7 21,21% 33 
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BiH context

Right to respect private and family life. 

close to hate speech. 

judicial proceedings.

of the Council of Europe.
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YES % NO % No statistics % Don't know/Neutral % No. of responses 

8.3 6 33,33% 10 55,56% 1 5,56% 1 5,56% 18 
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BiH context

area are employed. Generally, educated journalists should have priority over others.

YES % NO % No statistics % Don't know/Neutral % No. of responses 

8.4.A 0 0,00% 26 100,00% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 26 
8.4.B 18 100,00% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 18 
8.4.C 26 96,30% 1 3,70% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 27 
8.4.D 14 82,35% 3 17,65% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 17 
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BiH context

quality of coverage.

so, CEC needs to transfer some of its competences on the Press Council. 

YES % NO % No statistics % Don't know/Neutral % No. of responses

8.5.A 5 15,63% 26 81,25% 0 0,00% 1 3,13% 32
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BiH context

YES % NO % No statistics % % No. of responses 

8.6 15 100,00% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 15 
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BiH context

4

in their regular programmes and not only on the occasion of their holidays. 

4 Although the public services in Bosnia and Herzegovina are legally obliged to broadcast weekly programmes in the languages of 
national minorities, such an obligation is not ful#lled by any of the three public broadcasting services. Financial problems and the lack of human 
resources, is an alibi used by the public services for the absence of programme strategy focusing on minorities and for their failure to organise 
trainings for its collaborators to make them quali#ed to cover the minority-related topics. See in Udovičić, Z. 2008, „Ideal nije manjinski geto”, 
Media plan institut, Sarajevo, pp. 97−100.

YES % NO % No statistics % Don't know/Neutral % No. of responses 

8.7.A. 12 57,14% 8 38,10% 0 0,00% 1 4,76% 21 
8.7.C. 8 42,11% 11 57,89% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 19 
8.7.D. 9 40,91% 12 54,55% 0 0,00% 1 4,55% 22 
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BiH context

want to do it.

YES % NO % No statistics % Don't know/Neutral % No. of responses 

8.8 7 36,84% 11 57,89% 0 0,00% 1 5,26% 19 
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BiH context

YES % NO % No statistics % Don't know/Neutral % No. of responses 

8.9 23 95,83% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 1 4,17% 24 
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BiH context

. On the other hand, as 

and Herzegovina. 

and, thus, facilitate the work of journalists and the media.  

YES % NO % No statistics % Don't know/Neutral % No. of responses 

8.10.A 5 45,45% 5 45,45% 1 9,09% 0 0,00% 11 
8.10.B 13 92,86% 1 7,14% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 14 
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BiH context

those very laws.

across the country. These provisions would regulate the fundamental postulates in this area, as well as accompanying instruments 
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over contracts to employees that were included in the previous version of the Law. These amendments envisage that employers, 

occasional assignments. 

employees work with these contracts for 5 or 6 years.

the size of pension is calculated.

work contract, nor any social insurance. In many cases, even those journalists with valid contracts are not protected, either in terms 

Economic and Social Rights has emphasized the necessity to adopt the Law on Economic and Social Council at the state level.
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which is now solely in the competence of courts.

improvement of the status of media employees and journalists.

or journalists to deal with that issue.

YES % NO % No statistics % Don't know/ Neutral % No.of responses 

a 
8.11.A 4 14,29% 20 71,43% 2 7,14% 2 7,14% 28 
8.11.B 0 0,00% 22 95,65% 0 0,00% 1 4,35% 23 
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BiH context

trade unions. 

unions.
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against them, while others were neutral.

YES % No % No statistics % Don’t know/Neutral % No.of responses 
8.12.A 23 82,14% 3 10,71% 0 0,00% 2 7,14% 28 
8.12.B 31 93,94% 2 6,06% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 33 
8.12.D 1 3,23% 27 87,10% 0 0,00% 3 9,68% 31 
8.12.F 7 36,84% 9 47,37% 0 0,00% 3 15,79% 19 
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BiH context

journalists and media freedoms in BiH in 2011..  

act.

Most of respondents consider that there are no internal rules that would prevent the interference of media owners and that, in case 

with the Ministry of Culture.

YES % NO % No statistics % Don’t know know/Neutral% No. of responsesa
8.13.C 3 20,00% 10 66,67% 0 0,00% 2 13,33% 15 
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BiH context

professionally and do not show fear.

of cases. 

decisions are related.
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YES % NO % No stastics % Don't know/Neutral % No.of responses 

 
8.14 2 10,53% 14 73,68% 2 10,53% 1 5,26% 19 
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BiH context

general and the Council of the Agency. 

in BiH.

and that it does not apply the same rules for all the media.
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of unsold copies, which is an indicator that there is no real need for so many printed media. Some printed media outlets that also 

There is a view that BiH is not prepared for Internet journalises and that there is not enough knowledge in this domain in BiH. BiH 

BiH is on the right track when it comes to the development of such a document. Only one respondent thinks that this is not necessary 

of printed media.

and would treat equally all the media.
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BiH context

in their technical zone of coverage, free of charge.

YES % NO % No statistics % Don't know/Neutral % No.of responses 

8.16.A 12 54,55% 8 36,36% 0 0,00% 2 9,09% 22 
8.16.B 4 66,67% 2 33,33% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 6
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granted, the approval for foreign direct investment is permanent.

free in BiH.

as the result of their polls.
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BiH context

competences of the Agency and the Council of Ministers, which provide that the Council of Ministers and the Agency, in accordance 

pluralism in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

transparent, despite various interferences and pressures, and one can get access to court registers and check how and under whose 



SHADOW REPORT for Bosnia and Herzegovina|  35

YES % NO % No statistics % Don't know/Neutral  No.of responses 
8.18.A 7 29,17% 17 70,83% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 24 
8.18.B 18 85,71% 3 14,29% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 21 
8.18.C 8 66,67% 4 33,33% 0 0,00% 0 0,00% 12 
8.18.E 16 80,00% 3 15,00% 0 0,00% 1 5,00% 20 
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BiH context

apply.

stories.

YES % NO % No

statistics

% Don’t know/

Neutral

% No. of

responses

8.19.A. 0 0.0% 15 75.00% 0 0.00% 5 25.00% 20

8.19.B. 17 73.91% 5 21.74% 0 0.00% 1 4.35% 23
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BiH context

aligning with party ranks.
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YES % NO % No

statistics

% Don’t know/

Neutral

% No. of

responses

8.20.A. 1 2.63% 36 94.74% 0 0.00% 1 2.63% 38
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BiH context

Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
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BiH context
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BiH context

YES % NO % No

statistics

% Don’t know/

Neutral

% No. of

responses

8.23..A. 17 56.67% 13 43.33% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 30

8.23.B. 18 94.74% 1 5.26% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 19
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BiH context
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YES % NO % No

statistics

% Don’t know/

Neutral

% No. of

responses

8.24.A. 1 4.0% 22 88.00% 1 4.00% 1 4.00% 25

8.24.B 16 88.89% 1 5.6% 1 5.56% 0 0.00% 18

8.24.C. 6 40.00% 9 60.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 15
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BiH context

main rules of conduct and respect of ethical principles and professional standards, and that BiH is among few countries in the world 
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Herzegovina, media are neither economically nor in terms of their professional maturity ready to do so.

YES % NO % No

statistics

% Don’t know/

Neutral

% No. of

responses

8.25.B. 20 90.91% 2 9.09% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 22

8.25.C. 5 33.33% 10 66.67% 0 0:00% 0 0.00% 15
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treated the same.

allowed to accept is clearly set in advance. 

YES % NO % No

statistics

% Don’t know/

Neutral

% No. of

responses

8.26.B. 12 57.14% 9 42.86% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 21

8.26.C 4 23.53% 13 76.47% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 17
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BiH context

YES % NO % No

statistics

% Don’t know/

Neutral

% No. of

responses

8.27.A. 0 0.00% 12 80.00% 0 0.00% 3 20.00% 15

8.27.B. 0 0.00% 11 100.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 11

8.27.C. 12 57.14% 9 42.86% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 21
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